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easily inoculated with the Voltairean spirit, with, contempt for irrational beliefs, and for institutions that seem absurd on the face of them. But all our European experiments in social science have taught us the unwisdom of demolishing old-world fabrics which no one is yet prepared to replace by anything else. Caste, for instance, looks unnecessary and burdensome, it is wildly abused by Europeans,* to whom the Brahmanic rules of behaviour seem unmeaning and unpractical; but these things will tumble quite fast enough without our knocking out their keystones by premature legislation. It is hardly our interest to bring them down with a crash. We have ourselves to overcome the rather superficial contempt which an European naturally conceives for societies and habits of thoughts different from those within the range of his own ordinary experience; and also to avoid instilling too much of the destructive spirit into the mind of young India: remembering that for English and natives the paramount object is now to preserve social continuity. M. Pierre Lafitte, in his Considerations generates sur I'ensemble de la Civilisation Chinoise, quotes from a book f in which an English Protestant Missionary describes China as undergoing a succession of moral earthquakes, and congratulates Europe on the total ruin of " fossil prejudices," bigotry, and superstition, which these " terrible convulsions" are causing. Storms and hurricanes, Mr
* " Caste is the devil's yoke. . . . Hindu widowhood is Satan's masterpiece. . . . Juggunath was invented by devils." See <c A Plea for Indian Missions/' by Alexander Forbes, 1865, a pamphlet which is not only unfair to Satan, but which betrays a curious tendency toward that very same superstitious polytheism (the belief in a multitude of evil spirits) which the writer is denouncing.
t La Tie r6elle en Chine, par le R6v6rend C. Mylne, 1858.